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Bio 65

Writing Assignment Federal Issue

Background

On January 22, 1998, Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck and the Clinton  administration announced a proposal which places a moratorium on road building in some currently roadless areas in the National Forests. The proposal is temporarily halting road construction in many of the last large remaining roadless areas and unprotected wilderness in America's National Forests while Forest Service scientists study the areas..  The  Sierra Club is calling on the Forest Service and the Clinton Administration to close the many loopholes in the new proposal, and has resolved to fight for inclusion of the ancient forests of the Pacific Northwest, Alaska and other excluded National Forests.  The Proposed Interim Rule appeared in the Federal Register on January 28, 1998 and is  on the Forest Service website at: http://www.fs.fed.us. 

Though a good first step, the proposed moratorium falls short of President Clinton's promise that our National Forest roadless areas would be "managed through science, not politics." (though this moratorium is a prelude for scientific investigation by the forest service).   There are a bunch of loopholes still allowing abuse.  The proposal specifically exempts many critically important National Forests, such as the Tongass forest in Alaska and the ancient forests of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California. Approximately 25 National Forests that have had their Forests Plans recently revised such as the Tongass National Forest and Black Hills National Forest in South Dakota, and those forests covered by the President's Northwest Forest Plan were exempted from the moratorium. Uninventoried roadless areas and areas smaller than 5,000 acres were also excluded. The proposal also falls short by allowing logging and other destructive activities to continue in these roadless areas during the moratorium, via alternative methods such as helicopter logging.


In recent news the period for comments has been extended to March 30th and a series of Town Hall meetings have been scheduled across  the country to discuss the issue.
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March 9, 1998

Director

Ecosystem Management Coordination Staff,

MAIL STOP 1104, Forest Service, USDA,

P. O. Box 96090,

Washington D.C. 20090-6090

Dear Forest Service,

Opening a national dialogue on the value of unspoiled roadless areas is a good first step, but I believe your proposed interim moratorium falls far short of what is needed.   The time for strong policy is now. To preserve the integrity of our national woodlands your interim policy should optimally:

Apply to ALL National Forests, with no exemptions;  Prohibit logging and other destructive activities, as well as road building; Cover all roadless areas 1,000 acres or larger -- as recommended by many independent forest scientists.

Finally, the temporary moratorium should lead to permanent protection in the aforementioned areas  for all National Forest roadless areas 1,000 acres or larger.  Generations of people should be able to enjoy our National Forest’s pristine and unspoiled.  We can not let short sighted thinking squander such a national treasure.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. De Vries


