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Biology 65

Writing Assignment Local Issue

Background

A proposal is being set forth by the Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks organization to form a new park called the Orange Coast River Park.  This park will be a linkage of approximately 1000 acres of both public and private parks and lands along and near the mouth of the Santa Ana River, in the cities of Huntington Beach, Newport Beach and Costa Mesa.  Their proposal calls for one comprehensive park plan and management system for these fragmented park systems.


Under their proposal the cities and the counties would not give up ownership of the parks, but would continue to own and manage their properties.  Some of the land will become conventional urban parks, though the majority of the land will become habitat for people to enjoy the natural beauty of the area, and preserve local biodiversity.   The group sponsoring the idea for the park also decided that using a private citizen’s group was the most effective way of getting this park formed.  This is because the area is fragmented in ownership with some private land holdings, and ownership of public land spread between the cities of Costa Mesa, Newport Beach.  The County, the State and the Federal Government also all own land there.  The overlapping jurisdictions of these agencies make the formation of the park amongst themselves complicated and near impossible.  Therefore the Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks, a non-profit, citizen park and open space advocacy group, are working towards the formation of the park.  By using a single grass-roots organization the park has a greater probability of success since grants and donations are more easily obtained for a large widely supported, regionally significant park complex than for small uncoordinated, community-orientated ones, and this funding can transform barren and neglected pieces of land into recreational assets.  Also the joint planning, building and operating of parks reduces costs, and the Friend’s common vision amplifies the voice of the citizen, enabling them to  insist that agencies work together in the use of each park.  According to the Friends cost will be minimal since much of the land is in public hands and the only expensive part will be restoration, which they are hoping to use the State Park Bond on the ballot in November to help fund.
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March 9, 1998

Supervisor Thomas W. Wilson

Orange County Board of Supervisors

Fifth District

Hall of Administration

10 Civic Center Plaza

Santa Ana, California 92701

Dear Supervisor Wilson


Please lend your strong support to the proposed Orange Coast River Park, as sponsored by the Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks.  The neglected fragments of rivers edge and beachfront at the mouth of the Santa Ana river have great potential.  Combined into the Orange Coast River Park, they would be a wonderful asset for people’s recreation, and for nurturing and sustaining Orange County’s rich wildlife and habitat.  The dwindling of Orange Counties biodiversity through the years reinforces the pressing need for formation of parks like the Orange Coast River Park.



Working on this proposal together we can create a great plan and help bring some state money back home to help restore parks and wildlife habitat.  Your support in this matter is greatly needed and appreciated.

Respectfully

Thomas B. De Vries

2512 Nohl Canyon Road









Orange, California 92867









March 9, 1998

Supervisor Jim Silva

Orange County Board of Supervisors

Fifth District

Hall of Administration

10 Civic Center Plaza

Santa Ana, California 92701

Dear Supervisor Silva


Please lend your strong support to the proposed Orange Coast River Park, as sponsored by the Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks.  The neglected fragments of rivers edge and beachfront at the mouth of the Santa Ana river have great potential.  Combined into the Orange Coast River Park, they would be a wonderful asset for people’s recreation, and for nurturing and sustaining Orange County’s rich wildlife and habitat.  The dwindling of Orange Counties biodiversity through the years reinforces the pressing need for formation of parks like the Orange Coast River Park.



Working on this proposal together we can create a great plan and help bring some state money back home to help restore parks and wildlife habitat.  Your support in this matter is greatly needed and appreciated.

Respectfully

Thomas B. De Vries


