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Study Questions #2








	In meditation II Rene presents a very generalized understanding  of the relation between himself and his physical state by coming to the famous conclusion of “I think I am”.  He  focuses on the ideas and thoughts of his mental state and its relationship to understanding  objects (i.e. the ball of wax) rather than  exploring the distinctness of his mind from the world around him, or  the possibility of there being a physical body or objects.  In this respect the argument presented in meditation VI is different than the one presented in meditation II.  In meditation VI he addresses the issue of whether his body or physical objects exist at all, and how they relate to his mind.  He hypothesizes that physical objects do exist and that they have properties (such as light, heat, hardness and other properties relating to the senses) that could not be mere mental projections but must be actual “objects distinct from my thought.”  He further says that despite his best efforts he could not mentally express these properties and concludes that they had to exist in some different form than his mental state.   Through this pondering  Rene progresses from a the possibility of no physical self in med. II to this clear connection between his distinct mind and distinct body in med. IV.  He further explains and explicates on how his mind is “indivisible” and physical objects are “divisible” and how this relates to the distinctness of the two “base” conclusions of his mind and physical objects.




















