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PS 156A

Computer Assignment #1


The Baseline Model tell us generally that higher socio-economic status leads to higher rates of various political participation.  Socie-economic status refers to in part a persons level of education and level of income, among other factors.  The statistics we were asked to observe consisted of family income (faminc3), subdivided into three levels, education (educ3), divided into three levels, crosstabulated with three other variables, whether they voted in the national elections (votenatl), whether they had contacted an official(flapct), and  whether they were interested in national politics/affairs (natint).


The first crosstable that was done was family income against whether they had voted in a national election.  From the Baseline Model we might assume that people in the lower income bracket voted less frequently then those in the middle income bracket, and that higher income bracket voted more frequently then the middle income bracket.  From observing the statistics we can see that the lower income bracket does in fact show lower percentages of voter turnout versus the middle income and higher income brackets.  This trend continues across the second crosstable where the variables are family income against whether they had contacted a public official.  The lower income again shows less participation then the middle income, or higher income brackets.  The statistics for education against voting in a national election, and contacting an official also follow the baseline model.  Those with higher education show higher percentages of voting then those with less education.  From the statistics those with higher education and income also are more interested in national/politics and affairs.


Taken more generally across all the variables we can also use our statistics to see and what the most popular methods of political participation.  Amongst all the survey takers, voting had the most participation, interest the second, and contacting the third.  This agrees with our readings, showing that things that are “easy” to do in the United States, like voting or at least showing interest in politics are the forms of participation that occur, while a more difficult thing like contacting an official fell into third. 


