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PS 6A 

Short Paper One


Though I have many political beliefs and ideologies probably the three that I would see as the most profound and central when forming my opinion regarding various issues would be environmentalism, economic equality and social justice.  These terms in themselves can be defined in a broad range of ways and so I will explicate on what I mean when I say that these are my three fundamental political beliefs.  Firstly when I say environmentalism, I mean that I believe very strongly in the preservation of the environment in the most pristine and natural state possible, and feel that this effort should override all other economic concerns.  Tied into this belief is the idea of sustainable development of our environment, that is natural areas and resources should be used for economic purposes only if it can be achieved without altering them substantially.   Any changes that are made should be in balance with the surrounding environment.  My second fundamental belief is in economic equality for all peoples.  As far as I believe, economic injustice and imbalance has caused a large number of the worlds core problems, so a way to ameliorate some of this conflict and tension is to strive for as equal as possible distribution of wealth amongst all people.  The ideal political system that is keyed into this belief is some sort of communitarian or socialist society.  This would allow for economic system that could be structured to allow economic equality unlike capitalism were wealth is usually concentrated in large corporations or around certain individuals.  I also believe an egalitarian society would be the most fruitful for democracy, and therefore feel a strong link between the two.  My third political belief is in the importance of social justice for all people, that civil liberties and individual rights for even the most extreme viewpoints should be preserved, as long as they do not harm another person directly, which is where I at least draw the line.  I abhor racism and intolerance and feel that discrimination like environmental irresponsibility and economic inequality has exacerbated problems and conflict in the world today.


In identifying the source of political socialization for these three beliefs I would name my parents, religion and personal experience.  Firstly my parents especially my Mom are strong environmentalists and even from a very young age I can remember them being mad at this or that politician for his environmental policy, or them writing letters to try and save anything from California mountain lions to stopping houses being built in the hills around our house in coyote territory.  We also toured the US national parks extensively and so I developed an appreciation and respect for our natural environment there as well.  In my other key beliefs, economic equality and social justice, religion and personal experience played key roles.  Though I grew up in an affluent family, I felt a strong compassion for the poor and people facing discrimination and racism.  My church sponsored a variety of activities to help the poor, such as holiday baskets, food drives, and service trips to inner-city Los Angeles.  By participating in these activities I had personal experience with issues of poverty and racism, which really shaped my worldview and beliefs.  Despite the conservatism of where I lived, the truths I saw in religion and through my personal experience gave me a fairly liberal ideology. In taking a step back and analyzing my three fundamental beliefs and socializing factors I would have to say that my three fundamental beliefs are fairly consistent and tie together fairly well.  Environmentalism, economic equality, and social justice all fit into what typically would be classified as a liberal agenda and I see myself as a liberal person.  The key content of most of my beliefs seems to be harmony and balance in social, economic, and political realms, and my ideology reflects that.  I am a member of the Green Party and those values again align well with its agenda and platform.  As far as my political beliefs effecting my behavior, except in the case of voting, I don’t think they are that obvious.  The linkages I have with various issues connected with my fundamental beliefs are still fairly weak except from an ideological standpoint, mainly due to the fact that I am a student.  The future will probably see some shifting of what my fundamental beliefs are but for now they provide a consistent political framework to work from.


