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Thesis for Assign. 2


The “staccato” style Jamaica Kincaid uses in  “The Girl” differs sharply when contrasted against the narrative style of Maya Angelou in “Liked for Myself”, leading to sharp differences in tone, content,  syntax, and expressed themes.

In “The Girl”, the author relies on an extremely long and expressive sentence to convey the thematic content of the work, that of a girls feelings of rebellion toward the things demanded of her by society, and the repressive nature of these demands.  This sentence is divided into sections each separated by semicolons.  Each section alternates between a long section of demands, one line of the girl questioning the demands and then another long list of things that the girl is being shown how to do.  The fact that the girl is only able to respond only once or twice expressively conveys the girl’s feelings of repression and the smothering grip of either family or society.   The author conveys that this repression is most likely coming from her family in that most of the listed demands are domestic in nature.


This style differs greatly from that of Maya Angelou in “Liked for Myself”, which is much more traditional.  Kincaid’s work is somewhat unconventional as she pretty much ignores many of the undefined “rules” of storytelling and goes for a compelling stream of consciousness style, taking the perspective of the girl writing down ideas as they come.   The reader can be somewhat confused by this going through the work the first time.  In contrast “Liked for Myself” is straightforward and traditional.  It takes a traditional third person perspective and tells a specific story with an apparent purpose, which the author makes available through her vivid use of imagery and symbolism.   Kincaid lacks this use of imagery and symbolism and bluntly states the things the girl is openly attacking or repressive to her.   The tone of the two pieces is also extremely different as aforementioned, the tone of the Kincaid piece is somewhat hostile as the repetition of structure creates a staccato pacing and feel.  In contrast the pacing of “Liked for myself” is much slower and gentile, with the feel of a lazy southern afternoon which is indeed the setting for the story.  No overt and hostile demands are being made of the girl, unlike in the Kincaid piece.  The changes the girl in “Liked for Myself” is offered are presented in a non-threatening way through the persona of Mrs. Flowers.   In Kincaid work the girl attaches the phrase “like a prostitute” to sections of the demands, implying what her family or society will think of her if she does something, or does not do something a certain way.
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