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Outline for Assignment  2

1. Thesis


The style Jamaica Kincaid uses in  “The Girl” differs sharply when contrasted against the style of Maya Angelou in “Liked for Myself”, but is similar in that both recount the teaching of a young girl through shared wisdom taught to her by some external force, a mother or mother figure. 

2. Focus

A.  Differences in styles of teaching by the external forces…the mother figures, and the authors stylistic differences to convey stylistic elements of the works.  Similarities in the works are the idea of learning life experience from an older figure

2b. Main Points

A. Compare/Contrast: Kincaid use an extremely long highly structured paragraph to convey tone, Angelou uses a narrative form.

1. This structured paragraph is a long list of demands with the girls italicized responses.

2. Most  of the demands seem domestic or feminine in nature hinting at the thesis assertions that these lessons are being taught by a mother figure.

3. Tone is hostile, “staccato” pacing of the demands suggests this
1b.  Maya uses a more open story form.

2b.   The things taught to the girl are not necessarily feminine in nature but taught through a mother figure Mrs. Flowers.

3b.  Tone is friendly as the girl is given and in fact offered freedom.
B. Compare/Contrast: Contextual clues suggest the different settings and also tone
1. Setting in Angelou’s work is stated explicitly

a. setting is relaxed implying the differences in teaching styles

b. Extensive use of symbolism, self-reflection and analyzes.

2. Setting in Kincaid’s work is implied

a. setting is domestic in nature, hostile in that most of the demands involve unpleasant things such as work.

b. Minimal use of symbolism, imagery of demands implies emotions

C. Compare/Contrast: The different tones of the two pieces suggest how the main character are each having a different sort of education.

1. The girl in Kincaid’s work is hostile/numb to her education

2. The girl in Angelou’s work is conducive and accepting of her education.


